The chiropteran fauna of the Rajasthan Thar Desert is mainly known through the works of Prakash (1963) , Sinha (1979 Sinha ( , 1980 and Gaur (1981) , where they recorded a total of 24 species (both Megachiroptera and Microchiroptera). Although the Short-nosed Fruit Bat, Cynopterus sphinx, is one of the common chiropteran species in India, it is not commonly encountered in the Indian Thar Desert. In Rajasthan, Advani (1982) reported it from Banswara, Bundi and Jhalawar, whereas, Sinha (1980) reported this species from Banswara and Bundi in a guava orchard. Prater (1971) gives the distribution of this species from peninsular India and Southeast Asia. Prakash (1963) and Bates et al. (1994) did not report this species from Thar Desert of Rajasthan.
On 6 February 2003, in one of our intensive tour program to survey the faunal diversity of the Thar Desert, I visited Bhinmal, a Tehsil of Jalore District, which comes under the semi arid part of Thar Desert tract. There I observed 18 Short-nosed Fruit Bats actively feeding on Zizyphus jujuba trees, with an assemblage of Pteropus giganteus, inside the city at the Government Dak Bungalow Campus. These bats were seen feeding while flying. They picked up ripe berries and sucked the pulp during flight, dropped the seed and returned to the tree for another fruit. The bats repeated this until midnight.
The probable reason for the occurrence of this species in the semiarid region of Thar Desert might be due to several newly established fruit orchards and the introduced date palm trees which provide a natural roost (CAZRI, Jodhpur unpub. data).
